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Important Dates
July 25 - Applications for
Fall-inspected Certified
crops were due

September 1 - Payment for
Fall-inspected crops due

Soybean Distribution
Reports Due

September 6 - Labor Day,
KCIA closed
Other Dates

September 22 - Autumn
begins

November 7 - Daylight
Savings ends

The Seed Source

If you would like to receive
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Oversight Needed When Conditioning Seed

With turn-around between harvest and planting of winter grainsaready short, delayed
harvest makesatight schedulethat muchtighter. Thisisnot thetimeto cut corners, however,
because misstepsand re-do’s cost precioustime and/or money.

Rather, closer oversight and efficient operationisthekey to maintaining seed quality,
avoiding costly mistakes, and getting seed ready for the planting season.

Seed conditioning obvioudy impactsthe quaity of seed offered for sale, and you can
often see the difference between a seed producer who cleans*just enough” and onewho
cleansfor quality. Thedifferenceisapparent in uniformity of the seed and ininert material
and other weed and crop seed, evenif the seed meetsminimum certification standards. The
grower must maintain stewardship of the seed whether agrower conditioner or hiringan
approved conditioner.

It isimportant to recognize potential problemsby viewing the product at different
stages of the cleaning process, including the discardsand screenings. If therearenot afew
good seed inthe screenings, thenit’slikely that the conditioning isnot intense enough to
producethe best final product.

There has been some common buntinthestateand itisimportant toredizethat if a
bunted kernel isfound inacertified seed sampleat testing, seed treatment will berequiredto
sell that seed. Thishasimpacted some seed producersin the past who priced their seed
early only to find that now the cost of seed treatment must be added on and absorbed or
passed on to the customer. Check the discardsand screeningsand clean seed for bunt. Or,
better yet, check the seed beforeit getsto thecleaner. Look for bunted kernelsor sniff for
afishy smdl.

Evenif not caught by the seed sample, do not sell seed if bunted kernelsare seen
without proper seed treatment. Seed treatment should be considered abest management
practicefor seed producersand farmers.

Approved conditionersstriveto produce good seed | ots, but the grower generally
hasthefina say asto how intensethe conditioningisand what thefina product lookslike.

Field Prep for Planting Certified Production is On-Going Operation

Beginning with the 2022 season, by action of the Board of Directors, rejected fields
will becharged thefull inspection price minusresearch fee, plushoursand mileageincurred
for re-inspection. Whilethe number of rejected fieldsissmall relativeto thetotal fields
ingpected, each regected field representsafailureto properly prepareafield to meet minimum
certification requirementsthat are clearly defined.

Land availability and rotationd requirementsmay forcethe use of asub-optimd field
for seed production. Inthesecasesit isimportant to recognizethe obstaclesto certification
and plan ahead for clearing those obstacl esby the use of pre-plant or out-of-season herbicides
if availableor by properly training and overseeing roguing crewsto recogni ze problemsand
remedy them. (continuespage2)
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Contract growerscan be problematic when ng thesuitability of their ownfields, and it might be prudent to confirm suitability
of contracted fields prior to planting.

If afield isregected for other than varietal purity, the problem can be fixed and a re-inspection requested based on
inspector availability, but the delay and extracost isbest avoided by proper field choice and pre-season preparation. Please
review the certification field requirementsfor the crop before committing afield to seed production. Thefollowinglinktoanarticle
from KSU may give someguidancein field bindweed control:

https.//webapp.agron.ksu.edw/agr_social/eu_article.throck?article id=1984
Work Continues on Seed Lot Management Dashboard

We continueto work with our software devel oper on our seed lot management program. Though it hasbeen takinglonger
than we had antici pated, we hopethat the extracare makesfor asmoother rollout. Weare planning on amember widereleasein
2022, giving usampletimefor training and refinement. 1nthemeantime, wewill haveour betatesterstryingit out.

Don’t Wait to Submit Testing Samples

The Seed Labisinfull swing of testing for thewheat season. Harvest wasabit later and there are someissueswith
Fusarium Head Scab in afew areas of the state, so therewill bealot of work to be donein the short time before planting
season. Please submit your seed samplesasthey areready rather than waiting to send severa samplesat once. The sooner
samplesarriveat our laboratory, the better the opportunity for our staff to get your resultsin atimely manner.

Sample packaging (photos) continuesto be anissue, particulary with plastic bags, which are proneto breaking openintrangt if
not done properly. A sturdy box and adequate bubblewrap or other filler to prevent shifting of the bagswill generally get them
herein good shape.
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